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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
h The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-13, 18-19 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Honda et al (Pub. No.: US 20020145750 in view of Moats (Pub. No.: US 20030151762) 

Regarding claim 1, 6, 11-12, 18 and 24 Honda et al disclose: An image processing apparatus 

(note Fig. 1 and 2) which receives a print job according to a predetermined print service request 

from a data processing apparatus and processes said received print job (note Figs. 2 and 3) 

comprising: storing means for storing group information set every said predetermined print 

service request (note Figs.2&3, page 4, paragraph 0086-0092 and page 5, paragraphs 0100-0103, 

where the group information is registered in the memory section 49 of Fig. 3) discriminating 

means for discriminating whether a print job according to a specific print service request which 

is received corresponds to the group information stored in said storing means or not (note page 4, 

paragraph 0086-0090, where the discrimination mean which is the setting of passwords or 

passcodes would discriminates between the privileges of different client and group for the print 

jobs, also note Figs. 10&1 1, paragraph 0176, also note page 7) and job control means for 

controlling permission/inhibition of the execution of the print job according to the predetermined 

print service request or the specific print service request on the basis of said group information or 

said specific group information (note paragraph 0120, where in the permission or inhibitions are 
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determined based on the privileges given to different groups or in this case companies and some 
cases individuals to be able to print the job) Honda et al do not clearly disclose: setting means 
for, if it is determined by said discriminating means that said print job does not correspond, 
setting specific group information for enabling the print job to be executed into said non- 
corresponding print job. On the other hand Moats disclose: setting means for, if it is determined 
by said discriminating means that said print job does not correspond, setting specific group 
information for enabling the print job to be executed into said non-corresponding print job (note 
Figs. 2A-2C, where it is determined whether the job is private or non-private, if private the job 
would be asked of authorization to be printed and if not the job is set up to be printed as 
disclosed on Fig.2B). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time of the 
invention to modify Honda et al's invention according to the teaching of Moats, Where Moats in 
the same field of endeavor teaches the way the non-private job would be distinguished, and 
printed on the printing system, This would modify the Honda's invention and optimizes the 
system capabilities. 

Regarding claim 2 Honda et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
specific print service request is an Internet print service (note Fig. 1 , where the print service is 
requested through the internet, page 4, paragraph 0082). 

Regarding claim 3 Moats discloses: An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said setting 
means sets the specific group information for enabling the print job to be executed and a . 
passcode into said non-corresponding print job (note Fig.2A-2C, where the authorization is given 
for non-private jobs). 
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Regarding claim 4 Honda et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said job 
control means controls the permission/inhibition of the execution of the print job according to the 
predetermined print service request or the specific print service request on the basis of a job 
management table (note page 7, paragraph 0120). 

Regarding claim 5 Honda et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
discriminating means discriminates whether the print job according to the specific print service 
request corresponds to the group information stored in said storing means or not in accordance 
with a port connected by said print service (note Fig. 5, page 7, paragraph 0120, where the 
security management section 147 of Fig. 5 and the table 148 discriminate to determine the access 
to the print job). 

Regarding claim 7 Honda et al disclose: A method according to claim 6, wherein said specific 
print service request is an Internet print service (note Fig. 1 , where the print service is requested 
through the internet, page 4, paragraph 0082). 

Regarding claim 8 Moats discloses: A method according to claim 6, wherein in said setting 
step, the specific group information for enabling the print job to be executed and a passcode are 
set into said non-corresponding print job (note Fig.2A-2C, where the authorization is given for 
non-private jobs). 

Regarding claim 9 Honda et al disclose: A method according to claim 6, wherein in said job 
control step, the permission/inhibition of the execution of the print job according to the 
predetermined print service request or the specific print service request is controlled on the basis 
of a job management table (note page 7, paragraph 0120). 

Regarding claim 10 Honda et al disclose: A method according to claim 6, wherein in said 
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discriminating step, whether the print job according to the specific print service request 
corresponds to the group information stored in said storing means or not is discriminated in 
accordance with a port connected by said print service (note Fig. 5, page 7, paragraph 0120, 
where the security management section 147 of Fig. 5 and the table 148 discriminate to determine 
the access to the print job): 

Regarding claim 13 Honda et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the user 
or the group which has previously been designated for said print service can be changed (note 
page 7, paragraph 0120, where the privileges table 148 of Fig. 5 could be altered and based on the 
groups or companies who use the print services). 

Regarding claim 19 Honda et al disclose: An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein the 
standard values of said group identification information and said passcode information of said 
every print service can be changed (note page 7, paragraph 0120, where the privileges table 148 
of Fig. 5 could be altered and based on the groups or companies who use the print services). 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 14-17 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Honda et al (Pub. No.: US 20020145750) in view of Moats (Pub. No.: US 20040088378) and 
further in view of Cherry et al (Pub. No.: US 20030151762) 
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Regarding claim 14 Cherry et al discloses: An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 
image processing apparatus can set a mode for refusing printing of a specific user or group (note 
Figs.3&4 page 3, paragraph 0035, where the access to the user with special privileges would be 
denied). 

Regarding claim 15 Cherry et al discloses: An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 
image processing apparatus can set a mode for refusing printing of a specific user or group in 
accordance with conditions of the print data (note Figs.3&4, page 3, paragraph 0035, where the 
printing to the printer is not permitted if there is not matching of sophistication of the 
authorization code). 

Regarding claim 16 Cherry et al discloses: An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 
image processing apparatus can make management of the number of print copies on a user or 
group unit basis (note Fig.4, items 408 and 410, where the determination is made based on the 
copying of different pages and page limitation, page 3, paragraph 0035). 
Regarding claim 17 Cherry et al discloses: An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 
image processing apparatus can make management of the number of print copies on a user or 
group unit basis in accordance with conditions of the print data (note Fig.4, items 408 and 410, 
where the determination is made based on the copying of different pages and page limitation, 
page 3, paragraph 0035). 

Regarding claim 20 Cherry et al discloses: An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said 
image processing apparatus can set a mode for refusing printing of a specific group (note 
Figs.3&4 page 3, paragraph 0035, where the access to the user with special privileges would be 
denied). 
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Regarding claim 21 Cherry et al discloses: An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said 
image processing apparatus can refuse printing of a specific group in accordance with conditions 
of the print data (note Figs.3&4, page 3, paragraph 0032, where each print job has a header with 
authorization added to it to determine whether the specific user could use the print services). 
Regarding claim 22 Cherry et al discloses: An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said 
image processing apparatus can make management of the number of print copies on a group unit 
basis (note Fig.4, items 408 and 410, where the determination is made based on the copying of 
different pages and page limitation, page 3, paragraph 0035). 

Regarding claim 23 Cherry et al discloses: An apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said 
image processing apparatus can make management of the number of print copies on a group unit 
basis in accordance with conditions of the print data (note Fig.4, items 408 and 410, where the 
determination is made based on the copying of different pages and page limitation, page 3, 
paragraph 0035). 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-dehKordy whose telephone number is 703-306- 
3487. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri,8:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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